Dear Friends and Family,

Thank you for the
opportunity to serve as
Co-President with Diane
Bosch and to work with
Wendy and her caring staff
at the WCSA. (It takes two
of us to replace Jack Klinge
who was president for a
total of 16 years!)
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Since joining the WCSA fifteen years ago, I have seen an
increase in the number of active participants as well as an
increase in the wide range of classes, activities, lectures and
concerts offered. Something for everyone! It is a happy place
to spend time and meet new interesting people...a true home
away from home.

The Friends have planned an exciting and entertaining winter
and spring season of Friday and Sunday programs and concerts
following a successful fall season. Some of the highlights

this fall were high tea with Maria Callas, Westport’s talented
Suzanne Sheridan, and the outstanding Gramercy Brass
Orchestra of NY.

Thank you for your continued and future generosity in helping

our seniors. Best wishes to you and your family for a happy
holiday season and a healthy New Year.

Marsha Darmory
Co-President

Dear Westport Seniors,

I am proud to be representing you as Co-President of the
Friends Board of the WCSA with Marsha Darmory. I quickly
realized what a special place the Center is when I joined five
years ago after retiring from the Westport Public Schools
where I had enjoyed a long career as a school nurse.

Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, the US Surgeon General, recently
declared that “we have become a lonely nation” and that

“we must strengthen our social infrastructure” in a recent
op-ed article in the New York Times. Working with Wendy
Petty and the staff of the WCSA, the Friends Board hopes to
strengthen the social infrastructure of Westport seniors by
providing programs and opportunities for social interaction.
I hope you will consider supporting our mission with a
financial donation using the enclosed envelope or online at
the Friends website at www.wscfriends.org.

I look forward to seeing you at the Friends’ events at the
Center and wish you all a happy and healthy holiday season.

Diane Bosch
Co-President
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Front Row — Judy Hardy; Sue Kane, Secretary; Marsha Darmory,
Co-President; Diane Bosch, Co-President; Molly Alger, Treasurer; Betty Lon Cummings
Back Row - Wendy Petty, Ex-Officio; Kristina Stephano; Frances Thomas; Joe Nixon;
Janette Kinnally; Jack Klinge; Sara Valentine; Virginia Ferrari
Absent — Karen Klein

FRIENDS IS A 501(c)(3) NON-PROFIT VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATION
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DONATE NOW WITH ENCLOSED ENVELOPE OR ONLINE AT

WSCFRIENDS.ORG




Letter from Wendy

Dear Friends,

As we head into the holiday season, I continue to be inspired by all the wonderful people I've met at the Westport
Center for Senior Activities (WCSA). From participants to volunteers and instructors, Westport is fortunate to

have such a fantastic group of people who enjoy serving the senior community as much as the staft
at WCSA does.

We are incredibly thankful to the Friends of the Senior Center, who put in endless hours to support me, my
team, and the senior community. Past president Jack Klinge, current co-presidents Diane Bosch and Marsha
Darmory, and the dedicated past and present Friends’ Board have been instrumental in boosting WCSA’s
programming throughout the year. Many may not know the tremendous amount of time and energy that goes
into their fundraising efforts and the programs those funds enable. Behind the scenes, the Friends actively pursue
imaginative programs, produce weekend events, and provide Senior Center enhancements for all to enjoy! Thank
you, Friends!

The WCSA is a vibrant and active hub for seniors, and participation continues to grow as we encourage lifelong
learning and personal connections among participants.

We strive to be a warm and welcoming place for seniors to gather, contribute, and learn. If you are unfamiliar
with the Center or have a programming idea, please schedule a visit to meet the team and get a tour.

For further information about the Center’s programs and activities, please call (203) 341-5099 or email me at
Wpetty(@westportct.gov.

We wish you and your families health, happiness, and friendship this holiday season.
I appreciate your support!

Wendy Petty, Director
Westport Center for Senior Activities
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Do you know the individual family ties within the WCSA?

Janette Kinnally volunteers as the newest Board member of the Friends of the
WCSA. Her son, Mikhail, can be found volunteering afternoons helping
seniors with technology issues on their computers, iPads, and phones.

Janette shares her WCSA experiences:
I grew up in Westport and my family and friends had attended WCSA events
in the past. A few years ago, I contacted WCSA because they had a caregiver’s

support group. I was looking for support and resources because my mom, who

moved in with us, had dementia. While a part of the group, I contacted the

Janette & son, Mikbail

Center to ask if they had a volunteer opportunity for my son and myself to

provide tech support for seniors. I thought this was a great way to give back to
the community and spend time with my son helping others. When my mom passed away, the staff and some of the
members reached out to me and my family. I have become good friends with some of them and love the WCSA staff.
When I found out the Friends Board had a need for website/social media assistance, I applied to become a Board
member because I felt I could help in a more significant way. 1 am honored to be the most recently elected Board

member. I look forward to continuing to deepen my connections with many seniors in this amazing community.

Meet you for lunch at the WCSA? You can find Gloria Lau and her son, |
Chuis, serving lunch or helping in the kitchen. Gloria is also busy taking |
classes and volunteering at many of the Center’s events. She states: “Seniors
are finding friendships through meaningful relationships. The Center has
become a home away from home for many.”
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Gloria & son, Cb

One of the first smiling faces you see when you enter the front door is that
of Jenny Townsend who started as a volunteer delivering meals six years
ago and is now a member of the team. You may know her mom, Nobuyo
(Nobu) Cho, from Tai Chi, Mindfulness, Sing-Along, and other classes.
Nobu moved to Connecticut last year to be close to Jenny and family.
“The Center is a big part of my life now. Participating in classes with
like-minded people is nice and gives me good energy,” states Nobu.
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Jenny & mom, Nouyo
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s U'pcoming Events

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 AT 2 PM

Holiday Concert with Chris Coogan
Sponsored by Westport Rotary Club

For over twenty years, Chris Coogan has been on the musical scene playing straight-ahead jazz,
fusion jazz and boogie-woogie. The NY Times has called him a masterful pianist. He and his
musical ensemble return to the WCSA for our annual holiday show. So come, listen and sing

along to those classic American songs for which Chris is famous. Light refreshments will be :
served. Doors open at 1 pm and the show startsat 2 pm.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 AT 2 PM

The Fairfield Counts

Fairfield County’s “The Fairfield Counts” is back to perform for us again.
The 17-piece ensemble has a big band sound and plays 1940’s swing, pop,
classic, dance and jazz from Dorsey, Miller, Ellington and Goodman plus
the American Song Book. A light lunch will be served. Doors open at

1 pm and the show starts at 2 pm.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 AT 2 PM
Annual Super Bowl Tailgate Party SUPER BOWL I-VI"

At the popular Friends Super Bowl tailgate party, we will be honoring members of the
Staples High School athletic teams and their coaches. The Staples and PAL cheerleaders will
be on hand to lead the cheering. We will present our annual “Service to Seniors” award to a
deserving Westport citizen. Tailgate foods will be served along with beverages and a Super
Bowl cake. Doors open at 1 pm and the show starts at 2 pm.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 AT 2 PM

Jodi Keogan

Our annual pizza party will feature Jodi Keogan who has played from Naples, Florida to Naples, Italy.
Her music is elegant and lively, ranging from Johnny Mercer to Puccini and including Cole Porter,

American Song Book, light opera, Broadway, and classics. Jodi will be accompanied by pianist and
trained singer David Harris. Doors open at 1 pm and the show starts at 2 pm.

SUNDAY, MARCH 3AT 2 PM

Frank Mastrone’s Two Broadway Tenors & A Diva

Frank Mastrone and friends dazzle, delight and duel with a program of Broadway favorites plus a
splash of American Songbook and a dash of opera and pop for good measure! Frank has appeared on
Broadway in The Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables, Cats, Big The Musical, Jekyll and Hyde and
Saturday Night Fever in addition to numerous off-Broadway and Carnegie Hall appearances. Light
refreshments will be served. Doors open at 1 pm and the show starts at 2 pm.

CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR WEEKLY ONLINE WCSA NEWSLETTER. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED
TO THE EMAIL LIST, PLEASE CALL THE SENIOR CENTER AT (208) 341-5099. YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR ALL OUR EVENTS.

REGISTRATION FOR THE ABOVE EVENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE ONE MONTH PRIOR TO THE EVENT.




10/1/2022 - 9/30/2023

Linda and Tom Adelman
Molly Alger and Jay Dirnberger
Evelyn Aman

Herb Appleman

Joyce and Edward Barnhart
Joan Bassett

Mary Ann Batsell

Judith and Nicholas Battaglino
Nina Bentley

Holly and Paul Betts

Isabel and Russ Blair
Edward Bloch

Nancy and David Bloom
Maureen Bortolot

Diane and Eric Bosch

Carol Brezovec

Marjorie Brous

Mildred Bunche

Carol Burgess

Anita Caggiano

Margaret Carkner

Linda Cassuto

Philip H. Cerrone III

Alin and Peter Chelico
James Chi

Cynthia and Hyman Cohen
Jean Coleman

Pat Conroy and Jeff Hare
Betty Copersino

Allan Cramer

Betty Lou Cummings
Marsha Darmory

Alice Davidson

Jo Ann Davidson

Carol and Joel Davis

Linda and Vincent Debo
Joy Deignan

Philip DeVries

Nancy Diamond and Jeffrey Mayer
Barbara Karis Downey
Martha Durham

Jacqueline Duvoisin

Vivian Edelman

Donna Farber

Marianne Farrell

Virginia Ferrari

Leah and Manuel Fine
Margery and Leonard Fisher
Dr. Martin and Mrs. Gladys Floch

Annamaria Forte

Dorothy and Jon Fox

Olga Frank

Alfred Friedman

Margaret and Michael Gallivan
Anita Galvan-Henkin

Irene and Ron Geraci

Laurie Goldberg

Katherine Golomb

Gloria Goodenough

Leslie Gransberry and Peter Swift
Eve and Tom Green

Mimi and Chuck Greenlee
Deborah Guider

Deanna and Andre Guilbert
Sue Hand

Judy Hardy

Patricia Harris

Velma Heller

Rebecca and Mal Jacobson
Marion and Philip Johnson
Sue Kane

Dorothy Kaplan

Irene and Edward Karazin
Sheila Keenan

Mary Jo Kinser and Howard Hawkins
Teri Klein

Linda and Michael Klein
Karen Kleine

Diana Kleros

Jeanne and Jack Klinge

Carol Knies

Judi Koffsky

Sandy and Peter Kolbrener
John Kondub

Drs. Roberta and Martin Krauthamer
Celeste and Norman LaCroix
Vera Laessig

Joyce Lake

Charles Lamb

Alice Lamberson

Carolyn and Alan Landis
Elliott Landon

Ellen Lane

Lawrence Lau

Robert C. Leng

Jean Leslie

Robin Levey

Anne Levine

Sandra Levinson

Gabrielle Levinson

Gloria Licari

Helmy Lichtman

Rhona Lieberson

Ann Lloyd

Eleanor and Richard Lowenstein
Tom Lowrie

Ina Lozyniak

Audrey Magida

Jane Malakoff

Joan and Lou Mall

Jena Maric

Mary Ellen and Jim Marpe
Regina M. Masterson

Erin and Nigel Holmes McKenna
Sandra Milano

Susan Miller

Adrienne Miller

Joan and Michael Miller
Salvatore Mollica

Marion Morra

Betty Munro

Joseph P. Nazzaro Jr.

Maxine and Arnold Nickelsberg
Joe Nixon

Jane Nordli

Lory Nurenberg and Frank Hall
Betty Ann Obringer

Margaret O’Donoghue

Thomas Oliver

Robin Oshman and Barney Spivack
Arlyne Parillo

Joyce Pauker

Marilyn Payne

Cary and Len Peterson

Sue Pfister

August Pocius

Joan and Jon Polayes

Marion Potter

Eve Potts

Sarah Puhy

Barbara and Stephen Raffel
Evelyn and Daniel Rappaport
Barbara Reis

Donna and Joseph Renzulli
Jonathan Resnik

Philip L. Restieri, Sr.

John Ritzcovan and Marilisa Beccalli



Sue Roberts

Barbara and Stuart Rogan
Dorothy and Lou Rolla
Stephanie Ross

Ann and Donald Rully
Catherine Ryan

Lucila and Francisco Sabin
Jane Sachs

Teresa and Mario Sa’Couto
Lucy and Richard Sallick
Deanna Saltzman

Patty and Jim Samuels

Ed Sanford

Karen and Richard Schwam
Harold Schwartz

Joseph Scordato

Gaye Seymour

Elizabeth Shaban

The Shack Sackler Foundation
John Shannon

Jane Sherman

Topsy and Dick Siderowf
Edith D. Sillman

Doris Skutch

Judy and Lonnie Slosson
Stephen John Smith

Linda Gramatky and Kendall Smith
Irwin Sollinger

Debbie Southard

Fran and Jeff Southworth
Mark Spivack

Delores Noble- Steadly
Linda and Stephen Stein
Sybil Steinberg

Marilyn Steinberg

Carol Steinman

Jean Steinschneider
Fredericka Stern

Mary Ellen Sullivan

Carol and Chris Swan
Jean Tanguay

Ruth Taranto

Lee Tauck

Robin Tauck

Jan Taylor

Margaret and Alan Temple
Frances V. Thomas

Arlene and David Thrope
Ginger Tobey

Eva and Christian Trefz
Harris Usdan

Eileen and Anthony Valenti
Sara Valentine

Nancy Vener

Betty and Tim Walker

Cynthia Wallace

Ellen and Joel Wasserman

Diane and Harvey Weiner

Naomi and Jeff Weingart

Lauri Weiser

Sylvia Weiss

Sheila Weiss

Westport Rotary Club
Foundation, Inc.

SPOTLIGHT

FRIENDS RECEIVE
TWO GENEROUS GRANTS

Barbara and David Wiederecht | 18 ”

The Willick Family
Ruth Winnick

Leslie Roberts Wolf
Arlene and Marty Yolles
Y’s Men’s Bridge Group
Maria Zobel

IN-KIND

Molly Alger

Amenity Spa
Angelina’s

BJ’s Wholesale Club
Eric Bosch

Virginia Ferrari

Finesse Nail and Spa
Fresh Market
Gaetano’s Deli
Garelick and Herbs
Golden Pizza

Gold’s Delicatessen
Gray Goose

Greens Farms Spirit Shop
Ted Horowitz

Jr’s Deli and Grille
Julian’s

Karen Kleine

Patty Kondub
Longshore Golf Course
Nylen Gallery - Picture This
Pizza Lyfe

Rizzuto’s

Romanacci

Rye Ridge Westport
Saugatuck Sweets
Splash Car Wash

Stop & Shop

Tutti’s Ristorante
Westfair Fish and Chips

Jack Klinge
receiving the grant.

Front Row —
Diane Bosch;
Marsha Darmory
Back Row —

Harry Carey; Wendy Petty;
Jonathan Steinberg,

Westport RTM

Two major grants designed to support
our programs were received recently
from Westport Rotary and corporate
giant AT&T.

Westport Rotary, which funded

our holiday music concert last year,
generously gave the Friends another
$3,000 which will be used to showcase
Chris Coogan once again this
December. The Friends are delighted to
name Westport Rotary as the ongoing
official sponsor of the annual holiday
music concert.

The Friends received a grant of $10,000
from AT&T, who in the past has given
several grants to support our activities
including building the performance
stage. This most recent grant will

be used to purchase iPads for our
instructional classes. Director Wendy
Petty expects this program to

be in operation by January 2024 and
to be of practical value for seniors at
all skill levels.
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Meet our-Lunch Crew mm. T

Luis Angel Atamiz San Chaz | Whether you call Luis a chef or a culinary artist, the man
who prepares our Senior Center lunches is deeply appreciated by our staff and lunchtime diners.
Luis says he enjoys preparing meals for the lunchtime diners at the Senior Center, and that he also
appreciates the camaraderie he has with his fellow kitchen staffers and the many Senior Center
volunteers. And remember, if you enjoy the way your lunches at the Senior Center are prepared,
it’s Luis you must thank!

Rick McVay | Rickis proud of the delicious meals his kitchen produces

and he enjoys his role as a dishwasher and being part of the team that

keeps the kitchen humming. Quick to smile, Rick also says that “the Senior Center is

a great place to be!” Rick is retired from his work as a manager and cautions that managing
others is not easy. But at the Senior Center, he enjoys bantering with his co-workers and
the many volunteers who have come to know Rick and his warm and friendly manner.
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